
Rosh HaShanah 

Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:23-25  The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the 

seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe complete rest, a sacred occasion 

commemorated with loud blasts. You shall not work at your occupation; and you shall bring an offering 

by fire to the Lord. 

Exodus (Shemot) 12:1-2  The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year for you. 

Exodus 23:14, 16 and 34:22  Three times a year you shall hold a festival for Me: . . . and the Feast of the 

Hrvest, of the first fruits of your work, of what you sow in the field; and Feast of Ingathering at the end 

of the year, when you gather in the results of your work from the field. 

You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the first fruits of the harvest; and the Feast of Ingathering at 

the turn of  the year. 

Babylonian Talmud, Rosh HaShana 10b  Rabbi Eliezer says: The universe was created in Tishrei. 

Mishnah, Rosh HaShanah 1:2   On Rosh HaShanah all creatures pass before God in single file [or 

alternatively, “as sheep before a shepherd”], as the verse states: “he fashions the hearts of them all, He 

discerns all of their deeds” (Psalms 33:15). 

Babylonian Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 16b   On Rosh HaShanah, three books are opened: one for the 

thoroughly wicked, one for the thoroughly righteous, and one for the intermediates. The thoroughly 

righteous are immediately inscribed and sealed for life. The thoroughly wicked are immediately 

inscribed and seal for death. The intermediates hang in the balance from Rosh HaShanah until Yom 

Kippur. If they are found worthy, then they are inscribed for life. If not, then they are inscribed for 

death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The central message of Rosh HaShanah:  Once a year, mankind passes before God, who evaluates each 

individual, his achievements and character, and determines whether he should live or die. Thus the 

Jewish New Year is a time of accountability and judgment, at time for solemn introspection, not 

lightheadedness and gaiety.  We should be making resolutions that show that we recognize our 

responsibility to God, who is observing us and determining whether we will live or die. While we hope 

and pray for a favorable judgment, we cannot legitimately do so without taking God’s demands, as 

expressed in the Torah, to heart. Hence, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur are referred to in Jewish 

liturgy as the Yamim Nora’im—the Days of Awe. 

 



Sounding the Shofar 

Psalms (Tehillim) 47:2-3 

All you people, clap your hands, raise a joyous shout for God. 

For the Lord Most High is awesome, great king over all the earth. 

Pesikta Rabbati 40:1 [Midrashic compilation, compiled 6-10 century in Eretz Yisrael]   When does the Holy One 

blessed be He judge the world and acquit his creations?  On Rosh HaShanah,    . . . as the verse states: 

“As I live, says God, I desire not the death of the wicked” (Ezek. 33:11). Similarly, it states: “God desires 

to justify” (Isa. 42:21), indicating that He desires to absolve His creations. Why?  According to Rabbi 

Yehudah ben Nachman:  “God says:  ‘when I am victorious, I lose, but when I am vanquished, I gain. I 

was victorious over the generation of the flood, but I lost, because I had to destroy all of those masses, 

as the verse states: ‘He blotted out every living thing” (Gen.7:23) . . . but at the episode of the golden 

calf, Moshe prevailed against Me, as the verse states: “God, do not let Your burning anger consume Your 

people’ (Exod. 32:11).  And I won for Myself all those masses.  Thus, I exonerate all of My creations so 

that I won’t lose. When I judge them, they must be careful to take hold of the shofars and to sound 

them before Me, so that I recall the binding of Yitzchak and acquit them in judgement.” 

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Teshuvah 3:4   Although the sounding of the shofar on Rosh 

HaShanah is a scriptural decree, it nevertheless implies the following: ‘Arise, arise you who are fast 

asleep, and awaken, you who slumber. Search your deeds and return in sincerity to your Creator. Those 

of you who have lost sight of the truth, who are distracted from it by transitory vanities, and have 

instead consumed your entire year with empty and futile pursuits that will not bring deliverance, look 

well into yourselves and improve your behavior. Let each of you forsake your evils ways and harmful 

thoughts. 

From the Amidah prayer of Rosh HaShanah  Our God and God of our ancestors, sound the great shofar 

to announce our liberation, and raise a signal to gather in our exiles. Draw our scattered people together 

from among the nations, and our dispersed from the ends of the earth. Bring us to Zion Your city with 

song, and to Your Temple at Jerusalem with everlasting joy. 

The sequence of Shofar blasts 

Tekiah, shevarim-teruah, tekiah.  

Tekiah, shevarim, tekiah.  

Tekiah, teruah, and then a final blast of tekiah gedolah,  

Rosh HaShanah Traditions 

Greeting:  May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year. 

Prayer before Eating an Apple Dipped in Honey:  May it be Your will, God our Lord and Lord of our 

ancestors, to grant us a happy and sweet year. 



Yom Kippur 

Seder Eliyahu Zuta, Chap 4 (7-10th century work):  During the last forty days of Moshe’s second ascent 

to Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, the people of Israel decreed days of fasting. On the final day, at the 

conclusion of the forty, the people decreed a fast beginning at dusk and continuing for the entire next 

day, in order to overcome their evil inclinations.  On the next day, they arose early and ascended before 

Mount Sinai. They cried as Moshe approached them, and Moshe cried as well, and their cries ascended 

to the heavens. At that time, God was filled with mercy for them. The holy spirit brought them good 

tidings and consolations, saying: “my children, I swear by My awesome name that your crying shall be 

cries of joy, for this day shall be a day of forgiveness, atonement and pardon for you, your children, and 

your grandchildren until the end of time. 

Leviticus 16: 29-32, 34:  And this shall be to you a law for all time. In the seventh month on the tenth 

day of the month, you shall do no manner of work, neither the citizen nor the alien who resides among 

you. For on this day atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you of all your sines; you shall be clean 

before the Lord. It shall be a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you shall practice self-denial; it is a 

law for all time. . . . This shall be to you a law for all time: to make atonement for the Israelites, for all 

their sins once a year. 

Peskita Rabbati, Chap 40 (6-10th century):  The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the people of Israel: 

“Repent during these ten days between Rosh HaShannah and Yom Kippur and I shall acquit you in 

judgement and create you anew. . . . If you repent during these days and stand before Me on Yom 

Kippur, then even if your transgressions extend from the earth to the heavens, I shall whiten them as 

snow. 

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Teshuvah 2:2; 1:1  What constitutes repentance? That the sinner 

should abandon his transgression, remove it from his thoughts, and resolve in his hear not to repeat it . . 

. also, he must regret what he has done. 

Concerning all of the mitzvoth of the Torah, whether positive or negative, if a person violates one of 

them, whether intentionally or inadvertently, when he repents from his act, he must confess before 

Almight God. . . . How does one confess? One says: “Oh God, I have sinned, transgressed, and rebelled 

against You, having done such and such. I have reconsidered, I am embarrassed by what I have done, 

and I will never do it again. 

Exodus 34: 5-7:  The Lord came down in a cloud; He stood with him there, and proclaimed the name 

Lord: The Lord compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, 

extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He does 

not remit all punishment but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s children upon the 

third and fourth generations. 

Avot D’Rabbi Natan [After the destruction of the Temple, Rabbi Yehoshua feared that their sins could 

never be absolved.]Rabbi Yochanan responded: “My son, do not be grieved. We have a manes of 

atonement as effective, namely the performance of acts of loving-kindness.” 

Mishnah Yoma 8:9  . . . Transgressions that a person commits against the Omnipresent One are 

absolved through Yom Kippur, but transgressions commited against one’s fellow are not absolved by 

Yom Kippur until he has mollified his fellow. 


