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Inside This Issue
Technology is not here simply to provide
utility. It is also meant as a springboard to 
wonder, allowing us to conceive our reality 
in ways previously unimaginable...for this 
purpose these ideas were embedded into 
the universe from the six days of creation, 
only to unfold in our times.         ~The Rebbe
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From Rabbis Rice

    “ Eve r y t h i n g  c re a t e d  i n  t h e 
w o r l d  e x p r e s s e s  G o d ’s  g l o r y .”

-Mishne Avot 6:11

The onset of Summer gives 
us at Micah the chance to slow 
down, process the school year, and 
evaluate how we are doing fulfi lling 
our mission. At our annual meeting, 
dinner, and service this month we 
will thank our outgoing leadership 
and welcome a new administration. 
We are certain that Micah – as it has 
since its inception -  will continue to 
provide creative and diverse ways to 
celebrate Jewish life under new lay-
leadership. In search of the holy, our 
congregation has always fostered 
imaginative approaches for all peo-
ple to strengthen their relationship 
with God, love of Torah, and sense of 
belonging in Klal Yisrael. What makes 
our community unique is how well 
we help interfaith families navigate 
Jewish life, our exceptional music, 
volunteer religious school, and 
pioneering spirit. As such, our staff  
and volunteers continue to program 
fearlessly to maintain our identity 
as progressive and innovative. In 
striving to create remarkable formal 
and informal learning experiences, 
your rabbis always look for ways that 
congregants can encounter Torah 
personally. The Jewish tradition is 
replete with excellent stories, and 
we are always tweaking how to 
most eff ectively harness the latest 
technologies to share those stories 
in the most current and meaning-
ful ways to best educate; build the 
congregation in depth and size; and 
connect congregants to the com-
munity, State, and narrative of the 
Jewish people.

The over-ear, tele-coil 
compatibility “listening devices” 
now available at all services and 
programs are being heralded by our 
seniors, and all those with trouble 
hearing. And if you still have trouble 
making something out, the screen 
technology of projected prayers in 
our chapel and sanctuary invite you 
to participate in other ways. Even 
before the time of Ezra -who rewrote 
the Bible in a new script - Jews have 

always adapted to our environ-
ment and taken advantage of the 
latest technologies. To encode our 
conversations in sacred texts, we 
moved with ease from stone tablets 
to parchment to paper, and now 
to the electronic word. So, as your 
rabbis and educators continue to 
aspire to open the vast treasury of 
Jewish wisdom to everyone, please 
know that our purpose remains to 
welcome diversity, encourage com-
munity, and join ancient tradition 
with cutting-edge culture.

Judaism understands 
technology as neutral. How we 
employ it is what is important. For 
well over a year-and-a-half we have 
used images to enhance the wor-
ship experience at Micah. Several 
advantages have quickly presented 
themselves. Pedagogically, they 
have been a “home-run!” Most kids 
love screens and are far more atten-
tive during family services. Visual 
learners have had their knowledge 
of Hebrew and Jewish liturgy en-
riched, as evidenced by their level 
of participation and greater reten-
tion of Hebrew roots. Our teachers 
have benefi ted from using images 
and videos in their lesson plans, 
and visiting scholars have used the 
technology to enhance their lectures 
and presentations. Parents have 
commented on how nice it is during 
family services to hold their child in 
their lap, and not have to also hold 
a book. Everyone’s hands are free to 
clap or hold the hand of a loved one. 
Congregants are looking up instead 
of down during worship. The power 
of visual media to immediately invite 
us to emote has revealed that, like 
music, images hold more truth and 
surprise than can be expressed in 
words. Even on a cost-benefi t basis 
the move to digital made sense. It 
was tens of thousands of dollars 
cheaper to install the screens, than 
purchase new High Holy Day prayer 
books. Plus, now we can update and 
personalize the slides, the prayers, 
the images, etc.
 Understanding that the 
screens are the medium, not the 
message, Micah remains on the 

religious frontier regarding imag-
ery’s impact on Jewish worship. 
Your rabbis are aware that part of 
what makes Judaism seductive is 
its ability to connect us with the 
ancient past, and with the stillness 
and peace that a regular Sabbath 
can provide. Our sanctuary remains 
a place for all - those who yearn for 
the past, as well as those who vision 
for the future. Ysoscher Katz, head 
of Talmudic studies at an Orthodox 
rabbinical seminary in New York 
recently posted, “It was a long battle, 
Shabbat fought back valiantly, 
but she ultimately lost the fi ght 
against technology.” Unbound by 
the constraints of a more traditional 
approach to Jewish observance, 
Micah does not need to conceive of 
technology and Shabbat as being at 
war.
 When the printing press 
enabled individual Jews to each 
have a copy of the siddur, the experi-
ence of chanting the liturgy together 
changed. When musical instruments 
were introduced into worship by 
the Reform Movement, communal 
prayer changed for the better. Who 
in our community could disagree 
with the fact that having Music Direc-
tor Ms. Lisa Silver at services makes 
the experience better? When men 
and women started sitting together 
during religious services, the experi-
ence changed again, for the better. 
Congregation Micah – its staff , leader-
ship, and membership -  would like to 
develop some “best practices” when 
utilizing this new technology of ours, 
for us and for future generations, so 
that the experience will once again 
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change for the better. As such, Rabbi 
Flip will be conducting an apprecia-
tive inquiry study under the direction 
of Lipscomb University. The purpose 
of the study – in fulfillment of his 
Doctor of Ministry - will be to obtain 
feedback from the YOU, the commu-
nity to measure the perceived value 
of how images used during worship 
at Micah has affected the experience. 
Are members more able to person-
ally and effectively enter the ongoing 
story of the Jewish people? When are 
the screens distracting? Are you able 
to remember some of the rabbinic 
messages better? What should be 
the parameters around the images 
we use? Rabbi Flip will be conducting 
interviews this summer and into the 
fall. If you would like to take part in 
the study, please contact him at rabbi-
flip@congregationmicah.org. The first 
Chief Rabbi of the modern State of 
Israel, Abraham Isaac Kook (z’l), once 
said, “The challenge is to make what 
is old feel new, and what is new, feel 
just as holy as the old.” This is our eter-
nal task here at Micah, and beyond. 
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From the Executive Director

Friends, 
 Wow!  What a year.  When I 
think back to the moment I fi rst sat 
down in the Executive Director’s of-
fi ce, I realized I felt a lot of emotions.  
I felt excitement, enthusiasm, 
responsibility and honestly, a little 
bit of fear.  The fear came from a 
place of wanting to do “right” by our 
congregants at Congregation Micah.  
To both respect and adhere to the 
traditions that were established 
before me, and to start to lay the 
groundwork for the next best steps 
for our future.  

 This year has been one of 
celebration – an incredible High 
Holy Day season full of refl ection 
and renewal; a fun and family-fi lled 
Chanukah dinner; a successful run 
of A Woman’s Circle; an engaging 
Passover celebration; many new and 
well-planned programs for Adult 
Education, and of course, a 

wonderful year at our Religious 
School.  Not to mention we’ve had 
a multitude of lifecycle celebrations 
– 14 bar and bat mitzvahs, 5 baby 
namings, and many other birthdays, 
anniversaries, and simchas.  
Of course, we would be remiss if we 
don’t mention the loss that we have 
felt this year as well.  We have had 13 
funerals since July at 
Congregation Micah, and many of 
those were founding members and 
past presidents.  We grieve with 
these families as if they were our 
own, and we want to make sure 
we make them proud as we move 
forward.  

 As we move into the 2017-
2018 fi scal year, we begin our 25th 
year as a congregation.  What an 
incredible journey it has been, and 
what an amazing road lies ahead. 
Congregation Micah is a special 
place, made even more special by 
each unique individual that walks 

through these doors.  We want to 
make sure to keep this vision alive, to 
take care of Micah’s needs, and plan 
for the future….for our kids, for our 
grandkids, and for those who come 
after us that we may never meet.  
Wishing you and your families a 
restful, sunny summer ahead.  

L’chaim, 

From the President

 As I sit down to write my 
last piece to you as President of 
Congregation Micah, I am reminded 
of how quickly time progresses.  Two 
years passed in a blink of an eye.  
Yesterday, we were looking at the 
needs of our Congregation.  Today, 
we are jumping into a Capital 
Campaign.  Yesterday, we were 
struggling with our infrastructure.  
Today, we have a thorough 
understanding of what is needed to 
make Congregation Micah 
sustainable.  Yesterday, we were 
challenged with delivering worship 

that all could hear and see 
throughout the sanctuary.  Today, we 
have a state of the art sound system, 
assisted hearing devices, and Visual 
Tefi lah technology.  

 The past two years have 
gone by quickly.  Now is the time for 
action.  The planning is done.  The 
path forward is clear.  All of us need 
to support Micah’s eff ort to 
re-energize itself.  Our House of 
Worship needs attention.  We have 
repairs that must be made to our 
20-year-old building.  We must 
ensure future generations have a 
place to worship that is inspiring, 
comfortable, safe, and in good repair.  
Our endowment needs enhancing.  
Renovations and additions to our 
building need to be performed.

 Thank you for the time 
you have allowed me to be your 
President.  I have enjoyed getting 
to know you better, working with 
the Rabbis, Celia, Julie, Lisa, Teresa, 
and everyone in the Micah admin-
istration.  Thank you to our Board of 

Directors and committees who have 
supported Micah.  I will take with me 
memories and friendships lasting 
forever.   Thank you to my wife, Mary, 
who stood by as a strong supporter 
while I spent signifi cant time 
committed to Micah and away from 
my family.  Thank you all for the 
support and being the guiding 
beacon that is Micah!  

 Lynn Heady will be your 
President soon.  She is a wonderfully 
capable, compassionate, and 
intelligent person.  Her leadership 
will guide Micah through a soon to 
be announced Capital Campaign.  
Please demonstrate to her all the 
support you have shown to me.  I 
leave you in very competent hands.

Respectfully,
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From the Executive Director From the President-elect

 It is with a great deal of honor 
and joy that I will serve Micah as its 
President over the next two years.  In 
my mind and heart, I see incredible 
potential.   We have a professional staff  
who have grown our congregation in 
many ways and can positively aff ect 
future spirituality, education, and 
music; all have pledged their 
continued hard work and creativity.  
I am also excited to work with the 
amazing Micah support staff , a real 
team, under the leadership of our new 
executive director, focused on serv-
ing Micah’s needs exceptionally.  Our 
board of directors and offi  cers have 
been nurtured and challenged these 
past two years and have really stepped 
up to respond positively to many 
challenges.  Our new board members 
have accepted with excitement and a 
willingness to jump in---already!  How 
fortunate we are to have all of these 
pieces in place!

 There is, however, one more 
piece, defi nitely the most critical one-
YOU!  It is the membership that makes 
Micah work and thrive.  Without your 
support, input, service, and partici-
pation, neither the staff  nor your lay 
leadership staff  can function at 100%.  
As we begin this “dance” together, I am 
certain that I will propose many 
challenges to you in the next two 
years.  Here are three to consider right 
away:

1. Starting in July, each board 
committee will function as team led by 
a board designee, a congregant, and 
a staff  liaison.  They will look to YOU 
to serve on their committees and help 
with the planning and development of 
practice, ideas, and direction. Consider 
being willing to serve.

2. Every individual who visits Micah-
who worships at a Friday or Saturday 
service; who attends an adult learning 
program; who is a potential Religious 
school attendee; or who is just 
“shopping” for a spiritual home-needs 
to be greeted and embraced by YOU.  
YOU actually defi ne how welcomed 
and accepted visitors feel at Micah.  Be 
ready to share your Micah story and 
your love for our religious home; it is 
contagious. 

3. Every one of us must commit to 
Micah’s being a thriving spiritual home 
for us and for future generations. 
That our building depends on our 
stewardship and our fi nancial support 
is a fact of life.  Together with other 
congregants, please give generously 
so that YOU can be a part of ensuring 
the next 25 years.

 I invite and encourage you to 
share your ideas with me and the staff  
in an open and constructive manner.  
Again, YOU are the key to success; we 
can’t do it without YOU!

$3600+

<$1200

$1200-
$2599

$2600-
$3599

“There is a Pillar of Support for everyone to stand upon” 
to help support Micah’s daily operation and to secure our 
future. While our individual levels of fi nancial support 
or contributions may vary, we all stand 
committed to the philosophy  that 
created Congregation Micah.

MCA Pre-School Graduation Blessing
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Religious School News

As we yet again wrapped ourselves in 
the sacred words of Torah on the last 
day of Religious School, we recalled 
the annual three-fold summer 
assignment: to take a long walk, make 
a new friend, and read a good book.  
I say, why limit ourselves to just one 
with so many excellent choices out 
there?  As always, the Jewish Book 
Council has published their 
recommended reading lists for Jews 
of all ages with all sorts of interests – 
well worth a look online.

Just a handful of personal favorites 
from the past year include:

The Chameleon That Saved Noah’s 
Ark by Yael Molchadsky – a beautiful 
expansion of the Torah story, 
illustrated with bold folk art. (ages 
3 – 8)

A Poem for Peter by Andrea Davis 
Pinckney – a moving biography of 
Ezra Keats, Jewish author of The 
Snowy Day.  (ages 6 – 10)  

The Flower Girl Wore Celery by Meryl 
G. Gordon – a progressive and loving 
story of a Jewish wedding uniting 
two brides. (ages 4 - 7)

Fascinating: The Life of Leonard 
Nimoy by Richard Michelson – a 
fun look at how Nimoy’s Jewishness 
informed his portrayal of Mr. Spock. 
(ages 5 – 10)

I Dissent! Ruth Bader Ginsberg Makes 
Her Mark by Debbie Levy – RBG’s 
childhood and Jewish values inform 
her practice of polite yet fi rm dissent. 
(ages 6 – 9)

Lola Levine and the Ballet Scheme by 
Monica Brown– another great Lola 
book - I recommend them all! (ages 
4 - 8)

The Bicycle Spy by Yona Zeldis 
McDonough – a 12-year-old 
righteous gentile is the protagonist 
in this gentle, fi ctional account of 
life within the French Resistance.  
A good introduction to a diffi  cult 
subject.   (ages 8 - 12)

Looking ahead to next year, I also 
have a reading recommendation 
for moms:  Mamaleh Knows Best: 
What Jewish Mothers Do to Raise 
Successful, Creative, Empathetic, 
Independent Children by Marjorie 
Ingall.  I look forward to hosting 
a gathering come fall to explore 
and celebrate the themes and 
practicalities of this treasure . . . stay 
tuned!

We wish our current graduates a 
fruitful season ahead, and we wish 
our Micah families and our Get 
Connected students all safe travels 
on their respective trips to Israel.

As always, I off er my most sincere 
thanks to the Religious School 
Committee and our dedicated 
teachers who make Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings 
not just possible, but both playful 
and profound.  It is a true labor of 
love, and I invite anyone interested 
in joining the faculty to reach out to 
me.   

Thanks to the Jewish Federation for 
their generous support of so many of 
our educational programs.  This year 
they made possible the following 
off erings for our students of all ages:

• Gan Teva Tov Garden
• Whitwell Field Trip – Paperclips 

Museum
• Hebrew Through Movement
• Quilting Elective 
• Sisters @ Sinai Book Study of The 

Red Tent
• Faculty Book Study of On Becom-

ing a Soulful Educator
• The Ultimate Yad Workshop
• “Freedom Song” High School 

Program
• Lunch & Learn Seminars (Serving 

Our Seniors)
• Get Connected 
and, coming soon, indoor gaga & 
Jericho labyrinth walks!

TODAH RABAH!! 

Kid’s/Teen High Holy Day 
Choir 1st Rehearsal Saturday 
August 20th at 4PM

Many thanks to the Micah Kid’s 
and Teen Choir for another me-
lodic and fun year! Enjoy your 
summer and please join us again 
in the fall when we will combine 
with the High Holy Days Choir 
on Yom Kippur morning. The 
fi rst rehearsal is September 10th 
following Religious School.  Kid’s 
and Teen Choir involvement is a 
great way to learn Jewish mu-
sic and participate in services 
throughout the school year. All 
ages (Pre-K +). Choirs rehearse 
together.

Lukas & Ryan: Israel-bound for B’nai Mitzvah!
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Micah Children’s Academy

2017 Spring Festival Finale

Jesse  @ Spring Festival

Infants Creating Art!

Lawson  @ Spring Festival

Lucas  @ Spring Festival
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Lukas Rabiner will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah during services in Israel on Saturday, 
June 3, 2017. Lukas is the son of Robin and Andy Rabiner and the brother of Caroline, Rebecca and 
Samuel who will be accompanying him on the family congregation trip sponsored by Congrega-
tion Micah. He is the grandson of Marian and Abe Rabiner of Lexington, KY and the late Rose and 
Rene Levy of Kensington, MD.

Lukas attends Grassland Middle School where he is in the 8th grade. His is a member of the Lacrosse 
and Football teams there as well as attending camp at 6 Points Sports Academy in Greensborough, 
NC for his summers. Lukas lead services at Park Manor Senior Community and planned the Pass-
over Seder for the community as his project. Lukas, along with some Congregation Micah friends, 
led the Seder and celebrated the holiday with the community within Park Manor and Abe’s Garden. 
While having the chance to practice his Hebrew, Lukas was also able to bring Shabbat and Holiday 
smiles to the residence there.

B’nai Mitzvah

Lukas Rabiner - June 3, 2017

Ryan Estrin - June 3, 2017

Gabriel Light - June 17, 2017

Bray Jacobs - June 24, 2017

Gabe Light will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah during services at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 17, at Congregation Micah. Gabe is the son of Heather and Mitchell Light and the brother of 
Zoe Light. He is the grandson of Ann and Martin Light of Franklin, Tenn., and Don and the late-
Donna Cinzori of Ceresco, Mich.

Gabe recently completed 7th grade at West End Middle School. He loves to play and watch sports, 
especially baseball and basketball, and is big fan of Vanderbilt athletics, the Brooklyn Nets and 
the N.Y. Yankees. He enjoys video games and playing outside with friends. For his Mitzvah project, 
Gabe has chosen to donate equipment and raise money for RBI, a program that uses baseball 
to provide inner-city youth with opportunities to play, to learn and to grow, inspiring them to          
recognize their potential to realize their dreams. Nashville RBI was started in 1996 with a grant from 
Major League Baseball.

Bray Jacobs will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday June 24, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. 
at Congregation Micah.  Bray is the daughter of Laura Jacobs and Larry Johnson, sister of Noah 
Jacobs, and granddaughter of Mike and Gail Jacobs of Chapel Hill, North Carolina and Harlis and PJ 
Johnson of Brentwood, Tennessee.

Bray will be an 8th grader in the fall at Drakes Creek Middle School in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky.  Bray loves the Arts, especially the theater, drawing and making movies. She loves spending 
time with her friends, anything Harry Potter, and Britain. For her mitzvah project, Bray is working 
with the organization “Remember Us” to remember Shiff ra Abraham, a two-year-old child who died 
in the Auschwitz Concentration camp. She is also taking over for her brother updating and main-
taining her local Temple in Bowling Green’s website. 

Ryan Seth Estrin will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday afternoon, June 3rd at 
Hebrew Union College of Jerusalem in Israel. Ryan is the son of Vicki and David Estrin. He is the 
grandson of Dale and Marny Yenzer and Charlene Estrin.

Ryan is in 7th grade at Harding Academy where he is on the Debate Team.  Ryan enjoys traveling 
with his family, spending time with friends and learning about history. He is a Predators fan and 
enjoys going to the games with his friends. For his Mitzvah project, Ryan is raising funds to sup-
port Safe Haven Family Shelters where he and his father have volunteered over the last few years. 
Safe Haven is the only shelter-to-housing program of its kind in Middle Tennessee that accepts the 
entire homeless family.
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B’nai Mitzvah

Leia Miller - August 19, 2017

Andrew Biller- September 2, 2017

Leia Aurora Miller will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah during services at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 19th 2017, at Congregation Micah.  Leia is the daughter of Jason and Laura Miller 
and the sister of Levi. She is the granddaughter of Dr. Marion Boenheim of Ocean Shores, WA and 
great-granddaughter of the late Irene (Levy) Shwetz and Fred (Hans Fedor) Boenheim, Holocaust 
survivors.

Leia just completed 7th grade at Grassland Middle School.  She enjoys acting in both local theater 
and her school plays. When Leia is not involved with a dramatic performance you will fi nd her 
studying to continue her high academic success or aiding her mom in a variety of community ser-
vice projects. Free time to Leia means sibling bonding.  She is a great cheerleader for her brother, 
especially his many baseball games. Board games can get heated in the Miller house but if you 
ask Leia she only loses because she wants to give someone else a chance at the glory.  This speaks 
volumes to how deep Leia’s kindness runs.  For her Mitzvah project, Leia has chosen to make and 
deliver Joy Jars to children who have cancer and are hospital bound. 

Andrew Owen Biller will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah during services at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 2, 2017 at Congregation Micah. Andrew is the son of Tara and Daniel Biller 
and the brother of Jonah and Macie. He is the grandson of Dr. Samuel and Rhonnie Leder of Boca 
Raton, Florida, and Stephen and Margret Biller of Memphis, Tennessee. He is also the great-grand-
son of Belle Grusky. 

Andrew is an Akiva School graduate and will be a 7th grader at Currey Ingram Academy in the 
Fall. He is quite the artist and loves to play drums and keyboards with his friends at School of 
Rock. Andrew loves spending time with his friends, always looks forward to his summers at Camp 
Barney Medintz, and visiting with family in the mountains of Western North Carolina. For his 
Mitzvah project, Andrew has chosen to help support the kids that attend the W.O. Smith School 
of Music. 

Ruby Plume - August 26, 2017

Looking for something to do? 
www.congregationmicah.org/events can help!

Can’t make it services? Stream online! 

Ruby Tallulah Plume will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah during services at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, August 26, at Congregation Micah.  Ruby’s parents, Mike and Jenny are thrilled to 
celebrate this happy day among family and friends from near and far. Ruby is the granddaughter 
of Marion Orenstein of Toronto, Canada, Bernie and Barbara Orenstein of Weston, Connecticut, 
Paul Plume of Moncton, New Brunswick and the late Pierette Plume of Shediac, New Brunswick. 
Ruby and her family are travelling many miles from their new home in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada to celebrate this meaningful mitzvah in a community they called home for many years. 

Ruby is currently in the 7th grade at Vimy Ridge Academy, a sports academy school, focusing on 
hockey (after all they are in Canada!). In addition to hockey, Ruby competes in BMX bike racing, 
plays the cello, and loves to sing. Ruby loves to be with her friends and each year counts down 
the days until she goes to camp for 7 weeks in Ontario at Camp Manitou.For her Mitzvah project, 
Ruby has chosen to help children with disabilities learn how to skate and play hockey. She will be 
working towards this as hockey season approaches in the fall. 
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Events & Adult Education Opportunities

Weekly Programming

Come have a “BLT” with the Rabbi!
9:15 a.m. Saturday Mornings in the Eden Room
That’s “Bagels, Learning, and Torah!” Join us on 
Saturday mornings for fresh bagels, cream cheese, 
orange juice, coff ee, and Torah study! 

Micah Mah Jongg
Tuesdays from 12:30 - 2:30 in the Social Hall
Micah Mah Jongg meets weekly after lunch. You are 
welcome to bring a group to play together or come as 
a single participant to join others. 

Schmooze & Views
Thursdays from 10:30 - 11:30  in the Library
Scmooze with the Rabbi and others as we discuss 
topics relative to our community and the world. Coff ee 
and light refreshments served.

  June 15 Adult Education Lunch N’ Learn 

Deborah Levine, author of Liberator’s Daughter, will 
share her father’s role as a liberator in Nazi Germany 
via his many letters. This book has been named a 
fi nalist in the “memoirs” category of the 2017 Next 
Generation Indie Book Awards (NGIBA). Bring a 
brown-bag lunch. Drinks and desserts provided by 
Micah. 11:30 -1:30 following Schmooze & Views

Challah Baking Class

Distillery Tour
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Article: Joining in a Caravan for Peace
By Rabbi Laurie Rice 

Ten rabbis, ten imams and ten 
evangelical ministers board planes 
to Abu Dhabi at the invitation of 
the Government of the United Arab 
Emirates…Sounds more like an 
overwrought joke at a UN recep-
tion than an attempt at achieving 
world peace. But there we were, 30 
American clergy from ten pilot cit-
ies, overcoming fears and prejudice 
where the rubber of faith meets the 
road of possibility.

It’s not every day that I 
receive a phone call inviting me 
to take part in a multi-faith peace 
conference in Abu Dhabi.  So when 
asked by Rabbi Bruce Lustig if I 
would serve as one of 10 rabbis 
in the third annual An American 
Caravan for Peace (only two of 
whom were women), I had several 
questions.  What is the mission of 
this conference?  Why is it taking 
place in Abu Dhabi? And why are 
you asking me?  
 The mission: Every year the 
Caravan brings together 30 clergy 
members – one rabbi, one imam and 
one evangelical pastor from each 
of 10 cities in the U.S.– to discuss 
issues of multi-faith coexistence and 
partnership.  This year Nashville was 
one of the participating cities, and 
I was honored to be partners with 
Imam Osama Bahloul of the Islamic 
Center of Nashville and Pastor Kyle 
Goen of Lifepoint Church in Smyrna. 
This was my team.    

 The goals were deceptively 
simple, though such illusions often 
mask the hard realities of the work 
of peace: To bring together those 
who often fail to hear, understand or 
even know one another on the other 
side of the earth in a place fairly for-
eign to all in the hopes of producing 
something outside of the box when 
we were outside of our daily lives.
 Sponsored by the Foreign 
Ministry of the UAE, this ongoing 
process emerged from the eff orts 
of Dallas Evangelical Megachurch 
Pastor Bob Roberts and the eminent 
Islamic sage Sheik Abdullah bin 
Bayyah. For the pastor, it was his 
sometimes quixotic, but passionate-

ly authentic attempt to counter the 
pernicious Islamophobia stoked by 
most of his colleagues. For the sheik, 
it was a vaunted desire to convey a 
moderate approach to Islam from 
within, combatting the extrem-
ism, ignorance and intolerance that 
plagues so many of his coreligion-
ists. And for the rabbis…well, let’s 
just say that if both groups can fi nd 
accord with the Jews in light of our 
histories, achieving this utopian goal 
would be that much easier to attain.
 We agreed to put aside the 
harder issues: the Mideast confl ict, 
evangelical proselytizing, and the 
role of women to name just a few. 
Yet this was no mere avoidance of 
challenge, but rather a realization 
that nothing can be accomplished 
until we get back to the basics of 
knowing one another, learning to 
trust one another, and ultimately lov-
ing one another.
 The hope was to leverage 
relationships through inverting the 
common approach to interfaith 
relations. First, we would start with 
our hands, working together on 
key projects in our communities. 
Then we would create a basis for the 
heart, forging relationships of mu-
tual respect and recognition of our 
essential humanity out of our shared 
eff orts. And then, perhaps, we could 
discuss matters of the head, affi  rm-
ing common insights and conceding 
distinct matters of theology in the 
purifi ed spirit of learning from each 
other without ulterior motives or 
hidden agendas.
Each city triad committed to: (num-
bered list)
Breaking bread in one another’s 
homes.
Bringing our congregations together 
toward shared work in our commu-
nities.
Recreating our experience in Abu 
Dhabi with a widening circle of 
clergy.
Standing by one another at times of 
crisis, attack or in response to other 
acts of intolerance.
 I gleaned much from this 
experience, more than I could have 
imagined. Congregation Micah 
has a long-standing partnership 

and friendship with the Nashville 
Islamic community, sharing in both 
social and educational exchanges 
and communal events with all 
ages.  But the biggest take-away for 
me, aside from a deepening of my 
regard for Islam and the majority of 
its peace-loving practitioners, was 
the dispelling of my stereotypes 
about Evangelical Christians.  Not 
only did I learn that Evangelicals 
are anything but monolithic in their 
views and priorities, but even those 
articles of faith that seem to divide 
us leave ample room for reciprocity 
of respect and abiding friendship. 
I look forward to working with my 
new evangelical partner in faith, 
Pastor Kyle Goen of LifePoint Church 
in Smyrna and my old friend, Imam 
Osama Bahloul of the Islamic Center 
of Nashville, to extend the spirit of 
Abu Dhabi to the community of 
Middle Tennessee and beyond.
 I am supremely grateful for 
the opportunity to see a country 
I was sure I would never visit and 
meet fellow clergy in whom I 
might never have found partners 
in promoting peace and multi-faith 
partnership.  With so many in the 
world exuding the toxicity of hate 
and the virus of religious violence, 
I am deeply appreciative for the 
immense hospitality and generosity 
of the UAE government, the gentle, 
incisive wisdom and vision of Sheik 
Abdullah Bin Bayyah, and the 
openness of heart of all of my fellow 
participants. May the spirit of our 
few days together inspire our eff orts 
and deepen our commitment, 
radiating a love for peace that will 
transcend our current moment and 
unfi nished world.

Laurie Rice is co-senior rabbi at 
Congregation Micah.
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Congratulations to Micah’s Class of 2017!

Brandon  Daniel Green received his B.S. Che. E. from the University of Alabama. After a summer in Denmark working in a 
research lab and Birthright in August, Brandon will begin work in the Brewery. 

Mazel Tov to Nanette and Craig Avery on the birth of their grandson, Shai Judah Kaplan, on April 13, 2017, in Los Angeles! 
Proud parents are daughter Anna Kaplan and Rabbi Aaron Kaplan of Los Angeles. 
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Our 5777 Con� rmands

We extend a warm welcome to 
our newest members!

Howard and Merilee Harnick
 

Gary and Fern Aron
 

Boris and Tania Bukengolts
(Sasha, Anna and Kate)

 
A.D. and Heather Sheldon

 
Ira Shivitz and Kelly Harwood

Congratulations to Rachel Karp, 
who was elected as the NFTY-OV 
Regional Communications VP!

MiTY Board Members for 5778: President-Zack Carini, Programming VP-Emma 
Rudy Srebnik, Social Action VP-Alexa Honigsblum, Religious/Cultural VP-Adam 
Karp, Membership VPs- Zach Ainbinder-Barkley & Carson Pearlman, and
Financial/Communications VP-Sara Solan

High Holy Day Choir
First Rehearsal : 

Sunday, August 20th @ 4PM

While the High Holy Days seem 
far off , they will soon be just 
around the corner!

If you are a Micah member who 
loves to sing, we hope you will 
consider joining the choir, a 
6-week commitment for a great 
opportunity to create beautiful 
music for a lasting High Holy 
Day experience. Ability to read 
music is helpful but not required. 

The choir will sing on:
•  Erev Rosh Hashanah 

- Evening of September 
20th

• Rosh Hashanah - morning 
of September 21st

• Kol Nidre - evening of 
September 29th

• Yom Kippur - morning 
of September 30th and 
Neilah service in the late 
afternoon.

Please email Lisa Silver at:
lisa.silver@yahoo.com 

for more information or to 
confi rm your place in this year’s 
choir. 

Torah Wrap 5777!MiTY Care-A-Van
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CONGREGATION MICAH Gratefully acknowledGes these Generous Gifts

Beautification
memory of:
Adam Michael ...........................................Craig and Dianne Sussman 
Lorraine Gervich ......................................Craig and Dianne Sussman 
Mike Kaplan ...............................................Craig and Dianne Sussman 
Building Fund
memory of:
Howard Stringer ........................... Elizabeth Older and David Green 
Cemetery Fund
memory of:
Mike Kaplan .......................................................... Gary and Judy Witkin
Howard Stringer .................................................. Gary and Judy Witkin
...............................................................................Jeff and Mary Landman 
General
appreciation of:
Congregation Micah ......... B’nai B’rith Couples Social Unit #5508 
......................................................................................................Dru Buchan 
.......................................................................... Jeffrey and Donna Caplan 
..................................................................................................Mary Gottlieb 
Sanctity of Jewish Cemeteries .................................. Elizabeth Alden 
Lisa Silver ...........................................................................Linda Hummell 
Rabbi Laurie .....................................................................Linda Hummell 
..................................................................Lawrence and Paula Goldberg
honor of:
Weissman Anniversary ...........................................................Bob Smith 
memory of:
Mike Kaplan ...........................................................Lee and Glenda Kraft 
.............................................................................................. J. Hunter Atkins 
...................................................................................Julie Howell and sons 
..............................................................................Teri and A.G. Kasselberg 
...................................................................... Elliot Greenberg and Family 
......................................................... Jeanne  and Irwin Venick Ballinger
Howard Stringer .......................................... Shirley and Stuart Speyer 
................................................................................................. Michelle Shaff 
..............................................................................Teri and A.G. Kasselberg 
................................................................................................. Jay Livingston 
....................................................................... Bettie and Irving Slotchiver 
............................................................................Steven and Laurie Eskind 
............................................................ Tamara and John Ray Clemmons 
.................................................................................. Joseph and Lynn May
Professor Herb Spiegel ................................Teri and A.G. Kasselberg 
..................................................................................Sue and Steve Jockers
Lorraine Gervich ............................................Teri and A.G. Kasselberg 
Bill Wizner ....................................................Sharon and Bryan Rutberg  
Vanessa Lee Kim ............................................... Janyce and Joel Cutler 
Gerald Cutler ......................................................David and Paula Jones 
Memorial
memory of:
Mike Kaplan ................................................ Gordon and Sarah Nichols 
..................................................................................Neal and Harwell, PLC 
................................. Marshall H. Peterson Holbrook Peterson Smith 
...............................................................................Jeff and Mary Landman
........................................................ Mark McNeely Fox Public Relations
....................................................................................Josh and Quin Segall 
.................................................................................................Larry Fuldauer 
.............................................................................Mark and Pamela Carver 
.............................................................................Charles and Debi Robins 

........................................................................................ Jack and Lynn May

................................................................................................Frand Clement 

...........................................................................Sharon (Gross) Satterfield 

............................................................................. Mark and Janis McNeely 

.............................................................. Gordon and Claudia Bonnyman 

...........................................Randall Talmadge and Travilyn Livingston 

....................................................................................................... Ridley Wills 

................................................................................................ Richard Eskind 

.......................................................................... Mr. and Mrs. Roger Simon

........................................................ Howard Safer and Mindy Hirt Safer

.................................................................................................Susan Michael

......................................................................................................... Kraft CPAs 

................................................................................................... Bobby Segall

............................................................................ Joel and Bernice Gordon

................................................................................ The No Name Tax Club

................................................................................Esther and Roger Cohn 

............................................................................ John and Carole Sergent 

.............................................................................................. Charlotte Seloff 

...................................... Marshall Peterson and Linda Blanc Peterson

......................................................................................... Miriam McFadden 

......................................................................... Gordon and Sarah Nichols 

...............................................................................Mary and William Bates 

.............................................................................Robert and Anne Brandt 

....................................................................................... Missy and Phil Russ 
Bobbi Weinstein ........................................................ Panyavong Family 
Burton Hummell ..........................................Rob and Sloan Ashworth 
.............................................................................. Audrey Kennedy Brown 
....................................................................................Nancy Fraas Maclean
.................................................................................................Susan Michael 
......................................................................................................... Kraft CPAs
..........................................................................Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Ligon 
.....................................................................................Mary and Alex Wade
................................................................................................Robert Lipman 
..................................... Philip Bredesen and Andrea Conte Bredesen
Professor Herb Spiegel .............................. Marcy and Jon Wimbush 
.....................................................................................................Barton Brass 
........................................................................................Ted and Mimi Aron 
........................................................................... Joel and Ginny Pasternak
..................................................................................Sue and Steve Jockers
Lisa Morrow .................................................................................. Jess Judy 
.....................................................Acklen Place HOA Board of Directors 
.....................................................................................................Edna Hensel 
.....................................................................................Winifred G. Forrester 
.................................................................... Elaine and Otto Weitzenkorn 
....................................................................... Mindy and Steve Schlansky 
........................................................................Peggy and Jerry Michelson 
Rachel Olsky ..........................................................................Sally Wolkoff 
Annette Lipman ...............................................................Robert Lipman 
Lorraine Gervich…………………………………………….
Robert Smith 
............................................................................... Jean and Phil Roseman 
Vanessa Lee Kim ....................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
............................................................ Elizabeth Older and David Green 
..................................................... Robert Baum and Allison Thompson
Millie Robins ........................................................... Teri and Alan Cohen 
Howard Stringer ......................................Brenda and Frank Bluestein 
...................................................................................................Ellen Lehman 
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.......................................................................Elliot and Alizah Greenberg 

.................................................................................. Ralph and Juli Mosley

....................................................................................... Missy and Phil Russ 

..........................................................................................................Joyce Vise 

.......................................................................................... W. Thomas Wall Jr

....................................................................... Andrea and Michael Berger 

................................................................................................... Michael Saltz

................................................................George and Lee Ann Anderson 

.......................................................... Jeanne Ballinger and Irwin Venick 

...........................................................................................Annette S. Eskind

................................................................................................... John Sergent 

........................................................................Sandy and Lewis Goldstein 

................................................................................................. Karen Morgan 

.......................................................................... Sandye and Renee Berger 

.......................................................................................... Tammy Talmadge 

................................................. Dianne and Craig Sussman and Family 

.....................................................................................................Mardi Street 
Arnold Parker ................................................... Frank and Elaine Parker
Jane Eskind ...................................................................... Charlotte Seloff 
Bill Wizner .......................................................... Jean and Phil Roseman 
.......................................................Joshua May and Katie Greenebaum 
..................................................................................................Rose Ann Ellis 
.................................................................................. Jon and Elaine Levine 
.....................................................................................................Nancy Jonas 
.............................................................................................. Joan Harshman
........................................................................Sandy and Lewis Goldstein 
.................................................................... Ken Lass and Mary Magestro
............................................................................................. Linda Pescatello 
................................................................................. Joel and Janyce Cutler 
......................................................................................Judy and Joe Barker
...........................................................................................Elizabeth B. Leete
……………………………………………………..….Bob Smith 
………………………………………………….Durocher Family
Noah Liff ...................................................................Judy and Joe Barker
Leah Golomb...........................................................Paula and Al Kirwan 
Morton & Diane Adler ....................................................... Marcia Walsh 
Memorial Garden
memory of:
Howard Stringer ............................................David and Edria Ragosin 
Bill Wizner ........................................................David and Edria Ragosin 
Music
appreciation of:
Jack’s Bar Mitzvah ...................................... Lisa and Michael Moschel 
memory of:
Lisa Morrow ...........................................Libby Older and David Green 
.............................................................................Edria and David Ragosin 
............................................................................... Orvis and Karen Rigsby
Mike Kaplan ...............................................Jamie and Sunny Rothberg 
.............................................................................Edria and David Ragosin 
Burton Hummell ...........................................Edria and David Ragosin 
Lorraine Gervich ..................................... Merle Born and Greg Hersh
Richard Levine ...................................................................Patricia Levine 
Jack Keller and Herman Steiger ......................................... Robi Keller 
Bill Wizner .................................................. Merle Born and Greg Hersh
Rabbi’s Discretionary
.................................................................. Roger and Betty Copenhagen 
......................................................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
.............................................................................................Mah Jongg Club
appreciation of:
Braun/Fuchs Wedding ....................... Leon Greenblum Greenblum

Rabbis Rice and Lisa Silver ..............Charles and Melinda Polatsek 
Alex Duben’s Bar Mitzvah ...............................Scoob and Jen Duben 
Jack Moschel’s Bar Mitzvah .................... Lisa and Michael Moschel
Rabbis Rice ...........................................................................Hope Stringer 
Max’s Kimerling Bris ................................. Mary and David Kimerling 
Joel Blatt’s Memorial Service………………………..Marilee 
Harnick
celebration of:
Tara and Brian’s Wedding..................... Michael and Beverly Lerner 
honor of:
Marjean Coddon’s Birthday .......... Ron and Faith Haber Galbraith
Doris Abelson……………………………………..Rich and Pat 
Abelson 
memory of:
Mike Kaplan ...............................................Sherrie and Michael Levine 
......................................................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
Adam Michael .......................................................Paula and Jay Kholos 
Lorraine Gervich ................................................Mark and Mona Binda
................................................................. Ron and Faith Haber Galbraith 
Gerald Averbush ....................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
Burt Hummell .........................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
Jane Eskind ..............................................................Judy and Joe Barker 
Vanessa Lee Kim .............................................Jeff and Mary Landman 
Howard Stringer ..................................................... Ann and Willy Stern 
..............................................................................Mike and Sherrie Levine 
..............................................................................Michael and Ellen Levitt 
................................................................................ Julie and Frank Boehm 
......................................................................................Judy and Joe Barker
...............................................................................Hilary and Mark Kaplan 
Bill Wizner .................................................Pam Lucas and John Nealon
Harry Gordon ............................................... Phyllis and Ralph Gordon 
Gerald Cutler .................................................Judith and Allan Mandell 
.................................................................................... Ron and Lynn Heady 
.........................................Robin Holab-Abelman and Steve Abelman 
........................................................................Jeffrey and Sylvia Newman 
Rebecca Lifkovitz ........................................ Phyllis and Ralph Gordon
Religious School
honor of:
Jake Greenberg’s Bar Mitzvah ................ Todd and Christina Evans 
Joshua’s Graduation .Marcy Singer-Gabella and William Gabella
Austin’s Graduation ..............................................................Beth Malow
Alex’s Graduation .......................... David  and Karen Bloch Morgan
Elanor’s Graduation………………………………………...
Rachel Koch
Micah’s Graduation………………………………….Lizabeth 
Feinberg
Alice’s Graduation…………Katherine Greenebaum and Josh 
May
Shai Kaplan……………………………………Nanette and 
Craig Avery
memory of:
Mike Kaplan ........................................ Elliot and Cynthia Himmelfarb 
Vanessa Lee Kim ............................................................. Nancy J. Brown 
Speaker’s Fund
memory of:
Howard Stringer ........................................Roberta and Steven Lasser 

                Thank you for your generous contributions!
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JEFF LANDMAN......................................President

LYNN HEADY...................................President-elect

LAURA SAUL....................................Vice President

DAVID ZOLENSKY...................................Secretary

RICHARD ABELSON................................Treasurer

LAURIE RICE
......................................................................Rabbi

PHILIP “FLIP” RICE 
......................................................................Rabbi

CELIA LERCH 
.....................................................Executive Director

JULIE GREENBERG 
....................................................Education Director

LISA SILVER 
.................................Music Director/Cantorial Soloist

THERESA LEPORE 
.............................Micah Childrenʼs Academy Director

ALI FRIEDMAN ZOLA 
........................................Administrative Coordinator  
PIPER PANZERI
..................................Communications Coordinator
MINDY DRONGOWSKI 
..................................Family Outreach Coordinator
MICHAEL OCHS
..........................Composer in Residence/Accompanist

DAVE FRECHMAN
.........................................Maintenance Supervisor

KENNETH A. KANTER

PAUL BARNETT
BRYAN BENJAMIN 
HILARY DISKIN
LARRY DRESDNER
SCOOB DUBEN
DAVID FRIEDMAN

 DAN GROSSMAN
 LAUREN HACKETT
          LESLIE KIRBY
 MARTY MULFORD
     JEFF NEWMAN
  HAYDEN FOBARE
                  YOUTH PRESIDENT

MARJEAN CODDON
JERALD DOOCHIN
RICHARD ESKIND
FAITH HABER GALBRAITH
RONALD GALBRAITH
LYNN HEADY
MICHEL KAPLAN
TERI KASSELBERG
AILEEN KATCHER
ELLEN LEHMAN

              MIKE LEVINE
ANDREW MAY

CYNTHIA MORIN
SCOTT OʼNEAL
BENNETT ROSS

RONNIE STEINE
HOPE STRINGER

HOWARD STRINGER
GARY WITKIN
BILL WIZNER

2001 O
ld H

ickory Boulevard 
Brentw

ood, TN
 37027-4032 

Phone: (615) 377-9799 
Fax: (615) 377-7996
w

w
w

.CongregationM
icah.org
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